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Luke 7:11-17 

Let’s talk about 5 perspectives in this story. 
As we talk, consider where you might fit into the story. 

1. Jesus  
2. The Widow 
3. The dead man 
4. The disciples/ those following Jesus 
5. The large crowd from the city 

Starting with The Widow… 
Her natural life was difficult  
Her husband was dead, her only son was dead. 
She now could not make a living or have someone to take care of her. 
Society saw her as less than or even cursed. 
 Marginalized 
Her hope was lying in the coffin 

The Dead Man 
There is no blame on him for his death 
However, he can no longer help his family survive 
He can no longer carry on the family legacy 
He will be forgotten by society 

The Large Crowd 
They were an active part of this situation 
They took their place to morn with the widow 
Their job according to the law/culture was to give to the widow 
They now had another area of responsibility 

The Disciples 
They just saw Jesus heal the Centurion’s servant (lesson in faith) 
Now they receive a lesson in compassion 
Now they receive a lesson in God’s way of fixing emotional AND physical issues 
Now they receive a lesson in the healing of society 

JESUS 
His actions were done out of compassion  



He fixed problems without being asked 
He brought solutions to multiple problems  
 The widow now had her son and a source of survival 
 The crowd no longer had to mourn or care for the widow  
 The dead man could live AND be a source of life to others 
 The disciples learned how God cares for his people 

How do you fit in this story? 
Are you the widow? 
 God can make the dreams that have died come to life.  
 God can restore your hope 

Are you the crowd? 
 God can take away the mourning because of other people’s loss 
 God can take away the pressure you feel by restoring others 
 God can heal your community 

Are you a disciples? 
 God can impart his wisdom and power in you 
 God can give you compassion (not learned but imparted by the Holy Spirit) 
 God can use you to heal your community 

Are you the dead man? 
 God can give you life 
 God can make you useful again 
 God can restore your family by raising you up 

In this event, Jesus did these things without being asked to do them. 
He is doing these things for us today! 
It is our place to receive, and glorify God for what he is doing. 
It is our place to report about Him throughout the surrounding region. 

Come to the altar and pray to receive from God. 
Come to the altar and pray to glorify Him. 
Go from this place and report what God has done in you.


